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afford to leave them at school until the time of ofhcia* with-
drawal Clothes were much of a muchness Boys wore
corduroys and stout hobnail boots, and the girls all had their
pinafores They were a motley, noisy, unruly crowd, and
immediately after moimng and afternoon school our ordeis
were to come home at once It was not snobbery or the
thought that we should be contaminated by placing with our
fellows, it was just a natural precaution In an annexe of the
main building the schoolmaster's wife, Mary Balfour, with
a young assistant, looked after the infants John Balfour was
in charge of all the rest and with him would be a pupil
teacher and a sort of apprentice The time will come later
to speak of John Balfour, but already you may have some
idea of the daily task that confronted him

Among all the causes of rural depopulation there are two
which I have rarely heard mentioned, if at all Of these one
was avoidable The other, at which we shall arrive in this
chapter, was inevitable and a mere incident in the course of
scientific progress

To my way of thinking it was the curriculum of a village
school of fifty years ago that contributed most to the ultimate
depopulation It is difficult to speak temperately of those
who bore the responsibility, but undoubtedly the education
of rural England was directed from Whitehall by those whose
knowledge of the countryside and its problems must have
been less than superficial A general yard-stick of curriculum
convenience regimented and controlled us As examples of
incompetence, ignorance, and indifference, those curricula are
surely unique

Take a purely negative appraisal There was no domestic
science of even the most elementary and theoretical type, nor
handicrafts for the lads The rudiments of farming by which
the village lived, were untaught, and the principles of cropping
husbandry, or even gardening, and that though there was
ample land available for each grown lad to have had his tiny
plot Of knowledge of the countryside, its fauna, flora, and
history, nothing was ever imparted Leisure of the immediate
present or the ultimate future was wholly uncatered for and
there were no organized games

What then was taught^ The Three R*s certainly and thor-
oughly if within the stringent and closely defined limits of
the curriculum Writing was emphasized, but only "when